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It is incredible that the NAACP

would meet in Baltimore and that the
President would speak to them in Bal-
timore, because I always use Baltimore
as the prime example of a failed policy
relating to illegal narcotics. That
failed policy is the direct result of the
mayor that was elected there.

I took from a 1996 book by Dan
Baum, Smoke and Mirrors, that he is
very critical on the war on drugs, and
he is very laudatory towards those that
promote legalization. In 1998, Kurt
Schmoke was the candidate and was
elected despite his liberalization pol-
icy. This is from that book written in
1996. It says, ‘‘Kurt Schmoke, however,
dodged the bullet.’’ In other words, he
got elected. ‘‘Written off politically in
1988 for suggesting the legalization of
drugs, Mayor Schmoke approached his
first election campaign in 1991 with
trepidation. But every time one of his
opponents, either in the primary or
general election, tried to blast him as
the legalizer, the shot went wild, and it
never became an issue having won of-
fice in 1987 with 51 percent of the
vote,’’ and he calls him this, ‘‘Legalizer
Schmoke won reelection with 58 per-
cent.’’ This is touting electing a mayor
who has a liberalization policy, a non-
enforcement policy of illegal narcotics.

The President met in Baltimore
today and spoke before the NAACP.
These are not my words, a Republican
majority Member of the Congress. This
is a report from Time Magazine, and I
will read it verbatim, from September
6, 1999. The legacy of the mayor that
adopted this policy favorable towards
narcotics. Let me read.

‘‘Maryland’s largest city seems to
have more razor wire and abandoned
buildings than Kosovo. Meanwhile, the
prevalence of open air drug dealing has
made no loitering signs as common as
stop signs. Baltimore, which has a pop-
ulation of 630,000 has sunk under the
depressing triple crown of urban deg-
radation. Middle-income residents are
fleeing at a rate of 1,000 a month. The
murder rate has been more than three
times as high as New York City’s, and
1 in 10 citizens is a drug addict.’’

‘‘Government officials dispute the
last claim.’’ I am reading from this ar-
ticle in Time. ‘‘It is more like one in
eight, says veteran City Councilwoman
Rikki Spector. And we have probably
lost count.’’

This is the legacy of a failed policy.
The President did not talk about that
in Baltimore today. What is sad is that
nearly two-thirds of the population of
Baltimore is minority and African
American, the victims of what has
taken place.

Let me also read a little bit about
what this article says. I do not want to
again give my opinion at this point,
but let me state what was in the Time
Magazine. ‘‘How did Baltimore get
here? Smokestack economy that was
the lifeblood of the city for decades has
died and drained its money and its
soul. In 1940, half of Baltimore’s popu-
lation lived and more importantly

worked in Baltimore. Today only 15
percent live there.’’ My colleagues just
heard the statistics of the flight.

‘‘Meanwhile, increasing incompetent
political factions have elbowed each
other for State handouts. The reign of
current Mayor Kurt Schmoke, an Ivy
League educated African American,
was supposed to restore the power of
the mayor’s job and the health of the
city. And Schmoke has spent his 12
years ineffectively lording over an in-
creasing mess.’’

This is where the President and the
NAACP met today. This is what the
policy, again a liberalized policy, of le-
galization, nonenforcement, has led to.
Repeatedly, deaths, over 300. When one
stops and thinks of this, this is Balti-
more, a population, and we see the pop-
ulation went from nearly a million to
675,000.

What is absolutely incredible is the
number of addicts, and this is 1996. The
addicts were 39,000, a part again of this
policy. They have gone from 39,000. If
we take the figures one in every eight,
according to the City Councilperson,
we are looking at somewhere in the
neighborhood of 80,000 heroin and drug
addicts in Baltimore.

The President of the United States,
when he spoke in Baltimore, did not
tell us about the legacy of this commu-
nity. What is interesting is the policy
of Mayor Schmoke is the policy that
the Clinton administration has at-
tempted to adopt on a national scale.
That is why we see a prevalence of ille-
gal narcotics coming into the country.
Non or lack of enforcement. Do not
stop the drugs at their source. Do not
go after the dealers.

My colleagues think that possibly I
am making some partisan statement.
This is the record of the Clinton ad-
ministration on individual defendants
prosecuted in Federal courts. Drug
prosecutions, 1992 to 1996, they went
from 29,000 to 26,000. Instead of tougher
enforcement, the President and the At-
torney General and the Department of
Justice under their leadership went to
fewer prosecutions. So we have hound-
ed the administration since 1996 to in-
crease prosecutions, and they are start-
ing to edge up.

Now, my colleagues possibly could
not believe this, but they have man-
aged to also divert the intent of Con-
gress, and they have managed to bring
sentencing down. So first they tried
this nonprosecution. Now they are try-
ing to blame us by not being tough on
sentencing. So first they were making
a joke out of prosecution for these of-
fenses; now the sentences are down.
Convictions also are a concern, the
convictions. We also see the same trend
down.

Now, my colleagues might say, well,
the tough zero tolerance policy does
not work. There could be nothing fur-
ther than the truth. The President
cited figures today in Baltimore before
the NAACP. But he did not tell us that
those figures are impacted by jurisdic-
tions with tough prosecutions.

The murder rate in New York City
was averaging 2,000 murders in New
York a year when Rudy Guliani took
office and instituted a zero tolerance
policy in that city. He got tough on
narcotics arrests. This chart so dra-
matically shows that, as one increased
the arrests for narcotics, one decreased
the crimes. The murder rate dropped 58
percent in New York City.

Again, this is Baltimore. Baltimore,
the deaths continue over 300. In New
York City, we had in the mid-600 range
number of murders in the last 2 years
down from 2,000, a 58 percent decrease.

This is the liberal policy again that
the President did not talk about, but
the policy of tolerance, a policy of not
going after criminals who are dealing
in death and destruction. We see what
they have done, not by my words, but
by the words of the media to a great
and historic city.
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This is interesting also. We con-

ducted a hearing in Baltimore about a
month ago, after Mayor Schmoke,
thank God, left office and a new mayor,
Mayor O’Malley, was elected. We went
into the community and the Sub-
committee on Criminal Justice, Drug
Policy and Human Resources con-
ducted a hearing there; I believe it was
on a Monday. The mayor came and tes-
tified, and I thanked him for that. He
heard the police chief testify that he
was going to make a lame effort at
going after open-air drug markets.
There was also testimony at that hear-
ing that the police chief and others in
the administration had made a decision
not to participate with the high inten-
sity drug traffic effort in cooperation
with the Feds and other agencies.

Thank goodness when the Mayor
heard this, he dismissed that police
chief, and he has appointed a new chief
who has adopted a zero tolerance in
that city. That is the bright spot. But,
again, the President did not talk today
about the death and destruction. These
deaths and this destruction, the 312 in
1997, 312 in 1998, and 308 in 1999, they all
have faces on them. These are wonder-
ful human beings that God created and
this only shows the tragedy of death.

Imagine what it is like to have a pop-
ulation of a city like Baltimore with
one in eight, according to the city
council person, not me, or even one in
10 if we want to use that statistic, are
drug addicted. A young person drug ad-
dicted, a father or a mother, a wage
earner. Imagine the toll. Imagine
transposing this policy on the United
States of America. Fortunately, it is
limited to a jurisdiction like Balti-
more.

Others jurisdictions, like Rudy
Giuliani in New York and others who
have adopted a zero tolerance policy
are in fact making great progress. And
the progress that the President spoke
about today is due to some of those ef-
forts. In fact, it is so dramatic, these
statistics for New York and some of
the other zero tolerance and tough en-
forcement policies are so dramatic, the


